
The total number of homeless households in temporary accommodation stood at 60, 940 at the end 

of 2014.  The Government pledged to end child poverty by 2020 and the Every Child Matters agenda 

was introduced to support the achievements of the five outcomes which are to: be healthy, stay 

safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and achieve economic well-being. 

Research by Shelter, the housing and homelessness charity has shown that insecure housing can 

impact upon a child’s health and safety, reducing their ability to make a positive contribution 

throughout school, which significantly affects their opportunities to enjoy and achieve in life which 

impacts strongly on their life chances. 

My experience as a primary school teacher has unfortunately allowed me to witness that the 

children I teach who spend long periods in temporary accommodation are among the most excluded 

and disadvantaged of any of the children.   

The children in temporary accommodation miss on average 11 weeks of schooling annually due to 

the disruption. There are children I have taught that are forced to change schools and friends on a 

regular basis, which affects their emotional well-being and confidence.  I have had to be there to 

comfort children going through housing issues who experience bullying and social exclusion from 

their peers and I have seen the effect on their self-esteem and ultimately their ability to succeed.   

My colleagues and I regularly see children within homeless families battle against longer travelling 

times resulting in lateness, tiredness and poor attendance.  The absenteeism significantly impacts on 

learning and creates implications when planning for the progression of these children.   

The parents and carers of homeless children are on a relatively low income, which makes it almost 

impossible to provide the appropriate uniform for all the different schools their children attend. This 

can often make the children more self-conscious. The stress and anxiety in these children, related to 

homelessness and the reasons for it, often result in them displaying emotional and behavioural 

problems in school.  66% of the 400 homeless families surveyed by the charity Shelter said that their 

children experienced these difficulties. 

Some of these children have expressed to me their worries about feeling excluded from the learning 

that is taking place within the classroom, as a result of being new to yet another school with little or 

no understanding of what is being taught.  They are often frustrated and sad.  These emotions have 

a negative effect on their ability to succeed.  Evidence of this is so visible within my profession.  It is a 

real issue that the homeless children I teach may witness their no more able but well-housed peers 

‘leap frog’ their progress because of the disengagement to the education service caused by their 

transient lifestyles.  

My experience as a teacher overwhelmingly supports the view that unless children are genuinely 

given the equal educational opportunities that are so difficult for us to provide under these 

circumstances, a disrupted home life will continue to lead to a disrupted and disadvantaged school 

career and future, which goes against all that we strive for and believe in.  
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